
Leading Causes of Disparities in Life-Years Lost Before Age 75
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The leading cause of racial and educational disparities in life-years lost was cardiovascular disease (including ischemic heart disease, stroke and HTN among others).  Other leading causes of racial disparities were infection and trauma.  Other leading causes of health disparities between those with and without a HS diploma were cancer and infection. Source: Wong MD, Shapiro MF, Boscardin J, Ettner SL. Contribution of Major Diseases to Disparities in Mortality. NEJM 2002; 347;20. p 1586-7.


